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Wageningen, March 27, 2009

Successful Sino-Dutch Open Space dialogue on ‘Opportunity and
Risk of Transgenic Vegetable Breeding”

Last week an unigue event took place in Shanghai, which brought together government officials,
industry representatives and leading scientists of China and The Netherlands to share their insights in
the opportunities and risks of transgenic vegetable breeding.

The event was organized by KeyGene (Gijs van Wezel) and hosted by Shanghai Institute for
Biological Science (SIBS-prof. Xiaoya Chen) and the Dutch Top Institute Green Genetics (Dr. Bernard
de Geus).

The morning program provided a good overview of the opportunities for transgenic vegetable breeding

and its alternatives, like molecular mutagenesis and cisgenesis, presented by Chinese and Dutch
Keynote speakers. In the afternoon Open Space discussions took place in which the Chinese and
Dutch participants exchanged their views and ideas on this topic. Drivers for the gmo discussion are

advances in technology development, objectives envisioned with the gmo products, patents,

de-regulation requirements, public acceptance and liabilities.

The general trends of these discussions pointed towards the need for broad application of transgenic
technologies to ensure food security and sustainable food production, but also consumer acceptance
and regulatory aspects of transgenic technologies were discussed at length.

In China transgenic crops are being developed for many crops and the public seems to adopt gmo
products in China. However, the Chinese participants also phrased potential reluctance of consumers
to accept gmo’s for fresh products. These gmo issues also seem relevant with respect to export issues.
From the Dutch side, alternative new technologies were highlighted, like molecular mutagenesis,
molecular breeding and cisgenesis and relating regulatory issues were identified and discussed.

The Open Space Technology brought the Chinese and Dutch participants of this workshop together in
an unexpected manner. It was one of the first times that a workshop was organized in this fashion in
China; no pre-set agenda, but an agenda that emerges from the participants. Chinese and foreigners
participated cooperatively and enthusiastic ensuring the success of the Open Space format of the
meeting (www.openspaceworld.org).

(www.openspaceworldmap.org)

For more information on the workshop please contact:
Gijs van Wezel, email: gijs@megainternational.com.hk (megainternational.com.hk)

or Mark J.J. van Haaren, email: mark.van-haaren@keygene.com (www.keygene.com)




