
                          

  

 

Wageningen, Netherlands, March 26, 2018 

KEYGENE FORTIFIES ITS NGS PATENT LICENCING PROGRAM  

 
Today, KeyGene announces that it has further extended its global Next Generation Sequencing (NGS) patent estate. 

On February 20, 2018, the USPTO granted U.S. Patent Nos. 9,896,721; US 9,898,576; and US 9,898,577, entitled 

“Strategies for high throughput identification and detection of polymorphisms.” KeyGene’s NGS worldwide patent 

estate now comprises more than 25 issued patents in the United States alone. These patents protect various methods 

for sequencing random or targeted fractions of genomes in multiple samples in parallel. Such workflows of Sequence 

Based Genotyping (SBG) have wide application in medical and agricultural research and diagnostics, ranging from 

scoring Single Nucleotide Polymorphism (SNP) markers linked to valuable traits in crops and animals to detection of 

specific mutations associated with human diseases. 

 

KeyGene is committed to offering licenses to interested parties via its global licensing program, which has resulted in 

research and commercial partnerships with more than 30 companies and academic organizations, underscoring the 

value of the NGS patent estate. Recently, NuGEN Technologies Inc. of San Carlos (California) filed a Complaint for 

Declaratory Judgment of non-infringement and invalidity of two KeyGene patents in the USA. NuGEN 

commercializes two SBG workflows entitled “Ovation® Target Enrichment” and “Allegro Targeted Genotyping”. 

KeyGene considers the Complaint to lack any merit. KeyGene further intends to vigorously defend its patents, of 

which several have been challenged and all upheld. KeyGene stands firm in its commitment to the important area of 

SBG and mutation detection in the interest of its strategic partners, customers and licensees. 

 
About KeyGene  

The crop innovation company  
KeyGene is the go-to AgBiotech company for higher crop yield & quality. With our intellectual capital, solution driven approach 

and collaborative spirit, we work for the future of global agriculture with partners in the AgriFood sector. Using our proprietary 

technologies and non-GM approaches, we support customers with the development of new and improved crops. Our goal is to help 

organizations with their toughest R&D challenges, combining our cutting edge breeding technologies, bioinformatics & data 

science expertise and plant-based trait platforms. At KeyGene, we work in an international environment with more than 140 

professionals from all over the world. Our company is based in Wageningen, Netherlands and Rockville, MD, USA. 

www.keygene.com  
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